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The matter contained in the following pages is based on Papers 
emanating from Grand Council, and the Author cannot assert 
that he agrees with them in eveiy respect, but they are inserted 
in order that the members may be fully acquainted with the many 
vicissitudes the Mechanics Order has undergone in the course of 
its career, and in its general development To those members 
who have kindly placed their G.C. Reports at his disposal, he 
takes this opportunity of returning them his sincere thanks. 
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ffE Independent United Oedeh or Mechanics 
Friendly Benefit Society is one of no recent forma- 
tion, the date of its original organization being loet in 
its antiqTiity. Since its commencement, there have 
been majiy and important changes, both in r^ard to 
legal enactments affecting such Societies as we have 
the honoor of being connected 'with, and also with - 
"^ respect to the internal a&irs of individoal ones, 

conducted, as tiiey generally are, by councils of representatives 
similar to that assembled here. 

It is not of ^cts of Parliament bearing upon Friendly Societies 
that I purpose treating on the present occasion, but on the work 
accomplished by, and the general progress of, our own Nobie 
Order, towards the fulfilment of the aims which it originally set 
itself to perform. I use the word "Noble" advisedly, and in no 
egotistical manner, but in ite general acceptation ; for surely any 
federation established for the relief, even in its simplest form, of 
suffering humanity, well deserves the term I have applied. That 
our Order is designed for such purposes is so well known to you 
all, that it would be nothing but a waste of your time were I to 
occupy it with an enumeration of its objects. 

There are many ways of performing the task I have undertaken, 
but that which appears best to me, is by dividing the subject into 
three parts, and dealing with each separately. I have, consequently, 
classified my remarks under three heads, viz: — The Fast, Present, 
and Future of the Mechanics Order. Of the two former, I am 
able to speak with confidence, having the Order's Half-Tearly 
Bepoita to sustain the assertions I make ; but of the latter, the 
Future, all must necessarily be based on deductions from past 
expeiienoe, or be entirely surmise. 
First then, to treat of the 

Past Histobt of the Mechanics' Order. 
The Period at which my investigation of the Order's work 
commences, is in the year 1847, that is, the succeeding year to 



tliat in which the Onler s Haif-vesir!y Kejiorts were for the first 
time printed in their present pcimphle^ form. This form, is, with- 
out doubt, a decided improvemeiit njon the old sheets previoiisljr 
in Togue. I find from the G. C Rejjorts in that year, that the 
Order consisted of 10 districted extending over the six northern 
oonnties of England, and alK» the south of Scotland ; beyond 
which it does not appear to have penetrated except in one or two 
isolated cases, which ultimately have unfortunately proved abortive 
attempts to establish the l«nner of the Order in new quarters. 
The largest of these 10 districts was that of Blackburn, with 23 
lodges and 744 members, and the next approaching to it was Lan- 
caster with 22 lodges and 661 members. Others followed in suo- 
cession, until we had Newcastle with 213 members, and Kendal, 
least of all, comprising 4 lodges and 117 members. The aggr^ate 
number of members at that time, was but 4152; and for two years 
the Mechanics Order decreased in number, at the end of which 
time, it lost, what had formerly been its most influential district, for 
at the Kendal G.C. in 1849 the Blackburn district was suspended 
for a year on account of its not complying with the rule relating 
to Funeral Money; and at G.C. in the following year, an at- 
tempt at reconciliation proved to be unsuccessful; so that the Order 
was reduced to a lower numerical state than has ever been the case 
since. 

Still, though deserted by such a powerful district, those remain- 
ing progressed steadily, the annual increase being about 100 
members. Id 1850, two lodges in Liverpool were formed into 
a district bearing that name, thus filling up the vacancy 
in the number of districts, caused by the secession of the Black- 
bum district. In this state, all seems to have gone well with the 
Order for six yeai-s, when the Livei-pool distiict, the least in the 
Order, (with the exception of Kendal, which has retained its origi- 
nal position during the 32 years under obsei-vation), dissatisfied 
with the proceedings of Grand Council ; printed, and circulated 
(what was termed by G.C.) an " inflammatory document ^' among 
the members, for which they were fined by G.C. The fines im- 
posed they refused to pay, and so shut themselves out from the 
Order for two years. In 1858, they were re-admitted, but at the 
same time, a dispute arose in the Lancaster district, which resulted 
in a secession of about 500 members from the Mechanics ranks. 

From this period, there appears for a long time to havft 
been, comparatively speaking, very little dissatisfaction, the Order 
made considerable progress, and in 1862, it was deemed prudent 
by G.C. to sanction the division of the Preston distiict, tie new 
one assuming the old name of Blackburn district. Later on, in 
1866, Preston district was again reduced, by the formation from it, 
of the Fylde District, under D.G.M. Hall, our present woi-thy 
Grand Master. At this time, there were 12 districts in the Order, 



with a total number of 8346 members, or more than double the 
number of Mechanics there had been 20 years previous. 

After this year the number of members increased very rapidly, 
insomuch that in 1871, the Newcastle district, then the most 
powerful of the twelve, was broken into, and Morpeth and Black- 
hill Districts were established from lodges lately belonging to the 
District of Newcastle. The year 1876 was that in which the Order 
attained its highest numerical status, it having under its standard, 
no fewer than 14 districts, 194 lodges, and 17378 members. Here 
indeed had been rapid growth, and one might well have exclaimed, 
in the words of G.M. Pollock. 

At thy shrine. Oh! Mechanism, 

Shall admiring nations bend ; 
In future time thy sons shall see 

Thy fame from pole to pole extend. 

These lines, though uttered in the year 1854, were litei^ally 
fulfilled in 1877, for at the June G. C. in that year an application 
was made for permission to open out a Mechanics Lodge at Cape 
Town, and although we were prohibited by law from having any 
financial relation with them, the G.C. allowed, and encouraged 
them in their object, by supplying them with a Dispensatien, sets 
of Lecture Books, Rules, <fec. However, at this time, it was a matter 
of regret that, whilst the influence of the Order was so great in 
such a distant country, there should have been discontentment and 
disturbances at home^ and that too, on a subject, which was above 
everything, so much calculated to benefit the Order in particular, 
and through it, the members generally, viz. : Registration as an 
Unity. 

Unity ! of which the Order had so much boasted, but which 
really was, at that time, nothing but an illusion, yet of which 
even the G. M. had so good an opinion, as to say in his address in 
the Order's Report in 1850 : 

Love be our watchword then, 
Peace and goodwill to men, 

Always our aong ! 
Brothers of mercy, we 
Band in UNITY ! 
Why should not charity 

Move us along ? 

Unity ! Forsooth ! The very thing, although it was but a 
chimera, under which so many had presumed to take shelter, and 
to sing its praises, we find making havoc in the Order in 1877. 
Surely it might have been expected that those who had flattered 
themselves in their unity, such as it was, would have been the 
last to raise any objection to the transformation of the ideal into 
the real. Yet it was not so. The Government had taken the 
trouble to interest themselves in the Friendly Societies of the 
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ooontry, and had framed and passed a Bill in Farliamenty for tbe 
protection of such organizations as ours; Bro. D.G.M. Rochester 
had, in an excellent exposition, shown the fallacies of the original 
Unity (if it desei'ves the name), and the good results to be obtained 
from registration as an actual unity ; and G.M. Laing, assisted by 
other D.G.M.'s, who shared his opinions had laboured hajxl and 
incessantly to procure the noble aim in view ; nay, even more^ 
experience, which it is said, teaches the most obdurate mortaLs, 
had afforded sufficient proof of the necessity for a change ; but in 
spite of all this, we find that when the object of so much good was 
realized by the consent of the majority of the members, more than 
one third of the 17000 failed to agree to the proposed federation, 
and were consequently counted among the ^^secessionists" at the 
time when the greatest blessing the Order has ever received was 
brought to an issue. The cause of this rupture must be attributed 
to an entire misconception of the idea of an Unity, on the part of 
the minority, and not to any want of interest in "Mechanism," but 
it does appear strange, that what they had not been able to discern 
in 1877, ^ey have so soon discovered sinca 

At that time, we find that the Ex. Com. held strong con- 
victions that the minority would see the folly of their action, and 
be convinced of themselves that they were in error ; for we ob- 
serve in their address in the June report of that year the following 
expressions : — " But, brethren, we have every confidence that the 
day is not far distant when the majority of the seceding members 
will ascertain that they have been badly represented, and again 
ask to be admitted into the ranks of our ISToble Order, it being a 
safe harbour of refuge for the widow and fatherless, and conducted 
on the most economical principles of all Friendly Societies. How 
far these prognostications have been fulfilled we will observe here- 
after, simply remembering at the present, that the seceding 
districts were Preston, Coniston, and Blackburn, with portions of 
Wigan, Lancaster and Carlisle. In the year following, the re- 
mainder of the Wigan district unanimously resolved to " withdraw 
from the Order until the Friendly Societies Act, 1875 had been 
some time in force, audits usefulness felt and appreciated." This 
necessitated .the formation of a new district, and subsequently 
that of Bumopfield was established from lodges selected from the 
Morpeth and Blackhill districts. Owing to a dispute between the 
D.G.M. of Blackhill district and G.M. Eochestcr, concerning some 
actions of the Ex. Com. and the Grand Master himself, and about 
which a lively correspondence, since published, was carried on at 
the time; the Blackhill district saw fit to add to the party who had 
separated from the Unity, and with the exception of a few lodges, 
now affiliated to the Bishop Auckland district, the whole of the 
lodges left our Society and endeavoured to carry on an Order, 
suitable to their own tasta Here, it may not be out of place to 



bring to your recollection, the remarks of the Newcastle Ex. 
Com. cited above. We have also G.M. Rochester reiterating the 
same sentiments, for he says, with his coadjutors, in the Keport, 
"We are persuaded that all those, who have left us, through their 
opposition to Registration, and matters connected therewith, will 
on calm reflection, ask to be re-unitcd to our Registered Unity, 
and have their funds secured to them by law ; but we hope that 
they will not delay their application until it is too late. We, there- 
fore, earnestly beseech all those whom we once called Brothers, to 
consider the position in which they now stand, and, if they will 
weigh and balance carefully the advantages and disadvantages 
under which they labour, and compare the result with what would 
be assured to them as members of the Independent United Order 
of Mechanics, we are satisfied that they can come to no other con- 
clusion, than that it is safer for them to abandon the insecure 
position they have taken up, and to build their hopes and 
expectations on the Rock of Unity, against which the waves of 
opposition may beat for a season, but which will, to the end of time, 
stand firm as a beacon in the storm to warn the unwary from the 
gulf of destruction, and to guide the earnest seekers into a haven 
of rest. The opposition " they go further and say "will be com- 
pelled by the force of circumstances to yield to Truth and Reason." 
The figurative language here employed by Bro. Rochester, is based 
on sound mental philosophy, and must not be regarded as hy- 
perbolical. 

Hitherto, I have treated of the numerical position of our 
Order, from 1847 to 1879, showing the many vicissitudes the 
Order has undergone on account of its members failing to agree on 
some of the important points of management that have presented 
themselves at various tiuios. I will now draw your attention t^) the 
mortality prevailing throughout the Order during the period under 
notice. On reference to Statistics compiled from the Orders Ilalf- 
Yearly Reports, I find that there have died during that time 3048 
members, 2388 wives or widows, and 100 second wives : and repre- 
senting this in another aspect, the average number of deaths each 
half-year has been in the ratio of 63 members, 50 wives or widows, 
and 2 second wives to every 10,000 members in the Order; or the 
annual mortality per 10,000 has been 126 membei-s, 100 wives and 
4 second wives, as compared with 151 members throughout all the 
societies in the Kingdom, Hence we have 26 deaths less than the 
ordinary number, for every 10,000 members, as given by Mr. Nel- 
son in his Contributions to Vital Statistics. Cholera and other 
diseases have at times appeared, and wrought havoc among our 
members, notably so in 1849 and 1853, and it may be, with greater 
effect in some districts than in others, but considering the total 
mortality under notice, we may make proportionate estimates, and 
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discover in what districts the deaths have been most frequent 
Look then for a moment at the following table : — 

Mortality per 10,000 Members per half-year. 
Average 63 members and 60 wives. 

Blackburn 76 — 76 

Wigan 91 — 63 

Preston 76 — 72 

Lancaster 66 — 48 

Kendal 63 — 37 

Coniston 64 — 37 

CJarlisle 67 — 43 

Newcastle 68 — 47 

Wigton 78 — 66 

Edinburgh 66 — 43 

Liverpool 81 — 67 

Fylde 66 — 47 

Morpeth 48 — 36 

Blackhill 39 — 36 

Bumopfield and other districts not mentioned have not sufficient 
data on which to base any calculations, and are consequently ex- 
cluded from the above Table. 

Here we discern that the greatest mortality amongst the 
Mechanics has prevailed in Wigan ; those next in Order to it are 
Liverpool, Wigton, Preston, and Blackburn, whilst the lightest is 
found to have been in the Morpeth and Blackhill districts. Simi- 
larly with regard to the members wives, Blackburn, Preston, and 
Liverpool exhibit the highest rate, whilst Morpeth and Blackhill 
are again the lowest, although Kendal and Coniston are nearly on 
a level with them. From these figures, it is proved beyond doubt, 
that whatever may be the case hereafter, the density of the Mor- 
tality has been hitherto greatest, and consequently the claims on 
the Order for Funeral Legacies, largest in the western districts. 
Whether or not, this circumstance has arisen from local causes, 
such as mine explosions, and the like, which are unhappily, but 
too frequent and disastrous in Lancasjiire, I am not prepared to 
say, but the Grand Master Mechanic of the Universe had, in his 
goodness, so ordained and disposed the hearts of those who have 
been called from amongst us to swell the great majority, that they 
had during their existence here below, availed themselves of the 
benefits of a Friendly Society; and we may truly feel thankful that 
Our Order has been the instrument, through which no less a sum 
than £40,000, has been granted to the relatives of our departed 
brethren. Here we have afforded us one illustration of the truth 

of G. M. Dixon's couplet : — 

Thus aiming at one common end, 
Each proyes to all a needful friend. 

and also of his lines — 

Be this our joy, to calm the troubled breast. 
Support the weak and succour the distrest ; 
Direct the Wanderer," dry the Widow's tear, 
The Orphan guard, the sinking spirit cheer t 
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Towards the £14500 paid as legacies for members, wives and 
widows, there have been contributed by widows £861 17s. Od. 

Leaving now the subject of Funeral Legacies, I will devote a 
few moments to the question of Sick Relief. The amount paid for 
such claims, has unfortunately, until very recently, not been tabu- 
lated in the Orders Half -Yearly Repoi-ts ; but on examining those 
issued since the Sick Returns were published, I learn that in five 
years, there has been granted to sick members the sum of X33536. 
18s. 8d. This beyond doubt, has assisted materially, to alleviate 
the sufferings and privations of the recipients, and to avoid a con- 
siderable amount of want which would inevitably have prevailed, 
had no provision been made for the day of distress. This amount 
is in the proportion of £260 to every 1000 members, or about 5s. 2d. 
each per half-year ; and assuming that the sick claims have been 
at the rate of lOs. each per annum throughout, the Mechanics 
Order has dispensed amongst its members the large sum of 
£240,000. Thus we have another proof of the utility of the com- 
munity being connected with a Friendly Benefit Society. During 
the past five years, I observe that the average amount of sick relief 
granted for each lOO members, has been £26 per half-year, the 
average of each district being as under : — 

Average per Half-year. 

Blackburn £22 

Wigan 32 

Preston 27 

Lancashire 26 

Kendal 22 

Coniston 27 

Carlisle 37 

NewcEbtle 21 

Wigton 26 

Edinburgh 16 

Liverpool 26 

Fylde 27 

Morpeth 27 

Blackhill 24 

Hence it is seen that of late the sick rate has been heaviest 
in Carlisle district, and those of Wigan, Preston, Coniston, Fylde 
and Morpeth, all of which are above the average ; whilst those 
that represent it, are Liverpool and Wigton. ^e others are all 
below the average, that in which the sickness has been least intense 
being Edinburgh, the next higher than Edinburgh being Newcastle. 
Seeing that such an amount of money has been paid away in sick 
relief, it is nothing but what might have beer, expected, that those 
lodges, who paid so much to their members v^ould feel themselves 
embarrassed ; but as one of the Mechanics 1 tules anticipates this, 
it has provided a remedy in the shape of a T" ibute Fund, which is 
used exclusively for relieving embarrassed lodges. Of such Fund, 
it may not be amiss to speak just now. 
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We may gather from the Heports, that there have been con- 
tributed to this Tribute or Distinct Fund £3911, and that £2637 
198 5^, has been a))plied therefrom in the object for which it was 
intended. Those lodges which have received most support from 
the Tribute Fund are- as follows : 

Name of Lodge. District. 

Peace and Unanimity Preston . . . 

Speedwell Wigan . . . 

St. Pauls do. 

Concordance Preston... 

Castle Hill Lancaster . 

Mountain Coniston . 

BatclifEe Himiane .... Newcastle . 

Mount Moriah Wigan . . • 

The remaining lodges which have been relieved have not any of 
them obtained more than £100 from the fund, so I omit to particu- 
larize tkem ; and as the contributions to the Tribute Fund are 
made uniformly throughout the Order, it appears to me in this 
paper quite unnecessary to mention the Districts that have assisted 
mostly to pay the grants to embarrassed lodges. Such information 
I have prepared, but for reasons stated, it is not inserted. 

Hitherto I have directed your attention to the numerical state 
of the Mechanics* Order, the Mortality, Funeral and Sick claims, 
and Tribute Fund, T will now give some particulars about another 
and not unimportant principle of the Order, viz. Grants to 
Members in lieu of Sick relief. I would state that G. C. decided 
at a recent sitting, that the Order cannot compel a brother to 
accept a levy or grant, but that it is optional on the part of the 
member, whether he accepts it or not. However, the Rules as at 
present, I do not think, explain the conditions sufficiently well, 
under which Grants may be applied for and acceded ; there appears 
to be much difference of opinion even amongst the Members of G.C., 
as to what is, and what is not, the correct view of the subject; and 
it is a matter of much imjiortance that the G.C. should carefully 
legislate upon, and decide in such a manner, as to place their 
verdict beyond dispute. I am glad that the question is to be laid 
before G.C. by Bro. Rochester at this Council, and trust that it 
will be properly discussed. Well, I find that there have been 49 
Grants of £20 or under made to the members, who were considered 
worthy of the same by G.C, and these will probably have enabled 
the receivers to make a livelihood in some light occupation, whereas, 
had such not been allowed, they would have been laid on the Order, 
and would not have ventured to perform their former avocation, 
it being generally too laborious, and beyond their powers of endur- 
ance. Relief in these cases has been granted on account of the 
following causes :— 
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Accidents of various kinds, Blindness, Asthma, Ohronio 
Bheumatism, Palsy, loss of leg, arm or hand, confirmed Phthises 
and Kuptures, Inflammation, Spinal Disease, Permanent Disable- 
ment, and sundry others. 

To complete the category of benefits of our Order, we have 
a rule by wMch members, who are enjoying good health, but who 
are travelling in search of employment, may be relieved at various 
stages of their journey, such relief being termed tramp assistance. 
We have paid, in such cases, the sum of £426 12s lid, during the 
past 32 years, or an average of £18 yearly. 

Surely with such privileges as our Order affords, it behoves 
every person, not a member, to consider well the situation in 
which he is placed, and to reflect calmly on the words of G. M. 
Inglis, who afirms truly that the Mechanics' Friendly Society is 

The place where the widow and orphan find rest, 
Relief too is there for the sick and distressed, 

and who proceeds further, thus : — 

Unworthy the name then of man, we would say. 
That provides not against afflictions sad day, 
Having no source of support hut his hard earned pay ! 

The sentiments expressed in these lines cannot but be endorsed by 
all who may chance to see them, and I am of opinion, that an 
influx of new members would follow such reflection as these lines 
suggest, were the piinciples of our Order made known to them. 

Before concluding the first, and necessarily, the longest 
portion of my paper I would let you know what appeals have at 
times been made to the Order, and their results. There have been 
a majority of members against the following : — Registration, in 
1862 ; Reduction of Initiation Money and increase of Deputies to 
G.C.in 1858 ; Revision of Initiation Charges in 1867; Appointment 
of a Permanent G.C.S. in 1869 ; Revision of Rules in 1872 and 
1873 ; and the appeals in which the sanction of the members was 
obtained are : — Levy to settle Leith Lodge Law affair in 1850 ; 
reprint of rules without Revision in 1863 ; New Emblems in 1871 ; 
Registration and Revision of Rules (Morpeth resolution) in 1876, 
This finishes the first part of the paper, and I will now proceed 
with the second, or 

Present condition op the Mechanics Order. 

In the June Report for last year, we find that the Order now 
consists of 9798 membei*s, 122 Lodges and 12 Districts. The 
amount in the various Lodge Sick Funds is £29028 4:S 5d, and the 
Order's Tribute Fund reaches a total of £733 12s 3d. The death 
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legacies are £794, for the halfyear, and the sum paid for tramp 
relief is £5 13s 4d. The Blackburn and Blackhill Districts have 
applied for, and been granted re-admission to the Order, thus 
verifying the utterances of D.G.M.'s Laing, and Rochester, quoted 
in the former part of my paper. It is unnecessary to give luUer 
details of the present position of the Order, as they are contained 
in the Report mentioned, and it is easy for any Member to obtain 
a copy thereof. So I will now enter upon the third part, and 
treat briefly of it. 

Future op the Mechanics Ordeb. 

Since the passing of the last Friendly Societies Act the Order 
has had greater or less difficulties to encounter, but it is a matter 
for congratulation, that the efforts of the various G.M's. and Ex. 
OoHL have been crowned with such success. The seceded districts 
have all, or nearly so, repented truly for past errors, and the Order 
has exhibited ** Brotherly Love" in no small degree, and the result 
is that the Order is rapidly resuscitating itself to its former dimen- 
sions. Tho influence of the Mechanics Society is being spread 
abroad, and the members themselves repose the utmost confidence 
in the new regime, convinced that the stability of the Order has 
been greatly enchanced by registration. It is now a duty which 
devolves upon every brother, to diffuse a knowledge of the Order's 
principles amongst those with whom he may associate, and there is no 
doubt that Lodges may be opened out further and further from the 
Order's present boundaries, until eventually the Mechanic may 
find a shelter in any part of the United Kingdom. I have not the 
least hesitation in expressing an opinion that with energy and per- 
severance, the Mechanics Order will be doubled in less time than 
was mentioned in the first part of my paper. I am no advocate for 
large lodges, and would strongly recommend a division of many of 
the existing ones, being convinced that in such lodges the oppor- 
tunity is afforded, of membei's imposing upon the Sick Fund. I am 
loth to confess than such has been done, but the records prove it 
so, and were lodges to be limited to a smaller number of members, 
the officers could easily detect fraud ; whilst more workers would 
be brought into the field of action, and a better chance of success 
in opening new lodges and in the selection of members, which is a 
matter of no small importance when truly considered, be thrown 
open to them. To increase the members of the Order in districts 
where they are well established, a Juvenile Mechanics Lodge, from 
which Members at proper age could be admitted to the Order, is 
well worthy of the consideration of all earnest officers. I originally 
intended to introduce into this part of my paper, other subjects, 
such as the granting of Deferred Annuities to old members, ab- 
stracts of remarks of eminent politicians upon Friendly Societies, <&c. 
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but find tbat sacb would add so materially to it, as to render it too 
long for one i-eading. I may, therefore, at a future time, lay be- 
fore you other matters which may not be uninteresting to Grand 
Council ; and now close in the words of G. M. Dunn : — 

Maj tmth and lore, with right good mil, 

Move onward hand in hand ; 

And may our Order ever prove 

A blessing to our land, 

May discord vanieh froiu oar midBt, 

And riot from our ranks — 

May Heaven nith hope inspire our bouIs 

And God receive our thanks ; 

And irhen at last these aching heads 

Bhall sleep theii last long sleep, 

May He who died on CMvaiy 

Oor aoula for ever keep. 
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1.— Grand Comcil Officers, 1845 to 1879. 



• 


Place of G.C. 


^ 


Meeting. 


p 




1846 


Standish .. 


1846 


Edinbargh 


1847 


Lancaster .. 


1848 


Dalston .... 


1849 


Kendal • • • • 


1860 


Preston .... 


1861 


Newcastle . . 


1862 


Longtown.. 


1863 


Coniston .. 


1864 


Edinburgh 


1866 


Liverpool .. 


1866 


Standish . . 


1867 


Dalston .... 


1868 


Preston .... 


1869 


Preston .... 


1860 


Edinburgh 


1861 


Kendal • • . . 


1862 


Carlisle .... 


1863 


Newcastle . . 


1864 


Coniston . . 


1866 


Lancaster . . 


1866 


Liverpool . . 
Blackburn . . 


1867 


1868 


Edinburgh 


1869 


Preston .... 


1870 


Carlisle .... 


1871 


Newcastle . . 


1872 


Blackpool . . 


1873 


Coniston . . 


1874 


Lancaster . . 


1876 


Dalston .... 


1876 


Preston .... 


1877 


Newcastle . . 


1878 


Morpeth . . 


1879 


Liverpool . . 



G.M. 



T. Philipson . . . . 

J. Brumfitt 

J. Coulson 

J.FeU 

G. Dunn 

J. Brumfitt 

R. Thompson . . . . 

D. Murray 

L. Dixon 

A. Inglis 

G. Pollock 

8. Taylor 

J. Beck 

J. Brumfitt 

J. Brumfitt 

A. Inglis 

A. Inglis 

J. James 

R. Thompson .... 

E. Redhead 

J. Coulson 

W. B. Core 

A. Brown 

J. Scott 

H. Ormandy .... 
H. Hill 

D. Hetherington . . 
L. Hall 

E. Redhead 

J. Bond 

V • J360K ........... 

H. Ormandy .... 

A. Laing 

W. Rochester .... 
J. T. Kendall .... 



Deputy G.M. 



J. Coulson .... 
W. Cameron • . 
T. Philipson.... 
T. Philipson.. .. 

• • • • 

R. Thonipson • . 
J. Brumfitt .... 
H. W. Duncan 
J. Brumfitt .... 

tl . DOCK •••• •• .. 

L. Dixon 

J. Gardner .... 
• • • • 

J. Beck 

M. Lang 

J. Beck 

J. Beck 

J. Lowe 

J. Beck 

J. Beck 

J. Beck 

J. Beck 

H. Ormandy .. 

H.Hill 

H. Hill 

D. Hetherington 
L. Hall 

E. Redhead .... 

J. Bond 

J. T. Kendall . . 
J. T. Kendall . . 
W. Rochester . . 

J. Bond 

J. T. Kendall . . 
L. Hall 



G.C.S. 



W. Cameron 

A. Inglis 

H. A. Quittenton 

J. Beck 

T. Philipson 

E. S. Brown 

G. Donald 

R. Rewell 

E. Redhead 

M. Palmer 

M. Lang 

W. Holcroft 

W. Hope 

J. Pollard 

J. Pollard 

A. Inglis 

A. Inglis 
H. HiU 

D. Hetherington 
J. Barrow 

W. Heald 

R.Hill 

J. H. Goodwin 

B. Hudson 

E. Ambler 
J. Hind 

W. Rochester 
J. Grime 
J. Wilkinson 
W. Heald 
T. Harrison 
E. Ambler 
W. Henderson 
R. Walton 
W. Edwards 
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2.— toants to Members, 1847 to 1879. 






1847 
1848 
1849 

1850 
1861 



1863 
1866 
1866 
1867 

1868 



1861 

1862 
1866 

1866 

1867 
1868 

1869 
1870 



1871 
1872 

1878 
1876 



1877 



District. 



Preston . . 
Lancaster 
Wigton . . 
Coniston 
Kendal .. 
Carlisle . . 
AVigton . . 
Edinburgh 
Preston . . 
Newcastle 
Kendal .. 
Preston . . 
Edinburgh 
Preston . 
Kendal . 
Coniston 
Carlisle . 
Preston . 
Preston . 
Newcastle 
Liverpool 
Preston . . 
Wigan .. 
Carlisle . . 
Preston . . 
Blackburn 
Wigan . . 
Kendal . . 
Carlisle . . 
Carlisle . . 
Wigton . . 
Wigan .. 
Preston . . 
Fylde.... 
Wigan .. 
Carlisle . . 
Preston . . 
Lancaster 
Blackburn 
Newcastle 
Preston . . 
Fylde,... 
Lancaster 
Preston . . 
Blackhill 
Wigton . . 
Wigton . . 
Wigan . 
Newcastle 






Applicant. 



— McVay . . 
R. P. Wilson 
W. Johnson.. 
T. Braithwaite 
J. Simpson . . 
J. Waugh . . 

— Black .... 

— Pringle . . 

— Halstead . . 
T. Stephenson 
G. Mackereth 
R. Titteriiigton 
E. McKenzie 
J. Livesey . 

S. TSLjlOT . . . 

E. Fearon . 
R. Huggon . 

— Sherrington 

— Taylor.. 
G. Green . , 
J. Mooney 
R. Cookson 
B. Ayrton 
W. Kirk . . 
J. Brogden 
R. Eaves . . 
S. Lee .... 
J. Hinman 
J. Simpson 
J. Reid.... 
T. Young.. 
T. Ashuist 
W, Smith 
W. Titterington 
R. Ashurst 
J. Black . 
T. Nightingale 
W. Armitage 
H. Robinson 
J. Smith . 
H. Holden 
R.Taylor. 
J. Lodge . 
J. Collyer. 
J. Skeene . 
W. Tomlinson 
A. Purdham . 
J. Derbyshire 
D. Stephens . . 



Cause of Application. 



Stroke 

Leg amputated 

Paralysis 

Accident in mines 

Accident on farm 

Paralytic stroke 

Confiimed phthisis 

Confirmed rupture 

Highi hand cut with scythe 
Ruptured blood vessel .... 

• • • • 

Inflammation 

Loss of sight 

Loss of leg and arm broken 



Petition. 



• • • • 



• • • • 

• • • • 

Paralytic stroke 

Spinal disease 

Palsy 

Loss of eyesight 

L.osti of leg and arm 

^. hronic rheumatism 

Asthma 

. . . . 

Loss of sight by accident . . 

Blindness 

Loss of use of hand 

do. 

Blindness 

Prematuiely enfeebled . . . . 

Disab'ed hand 

Loss of leg 

• • • • 

• • • • 

Paralysed 

Left arm amputated 

Loss of leg 

Blindness 

Loss of leg 

blindness 

blindness 

Loss of right arm 

Permanently disabled . . . . 



I WW I 



Levy .... 

do 

2d per man 
Levy .... 
Ijd pr man 
Levy . . . 

do 

do 

do. 
£20 

• • 

Levy . 



Levy . 

do. . 

do. . 

do. . 

do. . 

do. . 

do. . 

do . 
£20 
£20 
£20 
Levy . 
£20 
£20 
£20 
Levy . 

do. . 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
Levy . 
£20 
£20 
£.'0 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 
£20 

II W 111 I 



Giant. 



Idpr man 
Id 



If 
If 

Id 
Id 



>» 



»» 



«» 



£20 

20 

10 
vol. con. 

£20 

vol. subs. 

£20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 

20 
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4.— Oranti to EmbRtxBned Lodgea, from the Tribute Fund. 



No. of' 
relieved ' 



Amount to 



CoiiUton . . 

Carlisle .. 
Wigton .. 
Edinburgh 



MoorgniuB 

Hospitality 

ValeDtine 

Superior 

Speedwell 

Mount Morifli 

Humble 

Hopeful 

Vineyard 

Great liritain 

StPanlfl 

Good Samaritan 

Sobriety 

Benovolent 

Conquering Hero . . . . 
(Name not given) 

Lodge of Honour 

LodgQ (if FleaBuie . . . . 

Sincerity 

Bond of Unity 

Peace k Unanimity .... 

Valentine 

Brothi^rliDod 

Concordancie 

CaBtleHill 

Pameveranoe 

Prince of Wales 

Happy Home 

Mountain 

Loi^motive 

Whitebaven Mutual . . 

(Samca not given) 

Northumberland Star. . 
XewcaBtle Himiaiie .. 
Monkwiiarraouth Bane. 
KatcliflB Humane 

S'.mson 

t>ainaritan 

Duthpsa of Lancaster. . 

Locomotive 



8 5 

170 19 11 



20 



5.— Sesiilts of Yoting on appeals to Members. 



Date. 



1850 



1862 
1868 

1868 

1859 
1863 

1863 

1863 

1867 

1869 
1871 
1872 
1873 
1876 



Subject. 



Leyj of Id. per member to 
settle the law affair in 
connection with the 
Commercial LodgCi Leith 

Registration of Order .... 

Reduction of Entrance 
Money 

Increase of Deputies to 
G.O 



For 



Revision of Rules. 



Reprint of Rules and re- 
vision by T. Pratt .... 

Reprint of Rules and re- 
vision without T. Pratt.. 

Reprint of Rules without 
revision 



I 



Revision of Scale for Ini- 
tiations 



Permanent G.O.S 



New Emblem 



Revision of Rules 
Do. do. 



Morpeth Resolution on Re- 
gistration 



1442 
2088 

1112 

198 
1698 

2220 

1507 

2548 

1634 

2417 

5851 

2380 

Majori 

3348 



373 



< 



537 
2383 

1499 

2885 
3454 



Remarks. 



No return from Coniston, 
Wigton, and Lancaster. 
No return from Newcastle. 



No return from Wigan, 
Ooniston, Newcastle and 
Wigton. 
Do. and Lancaster 



L'vpol 
Distrt 



306 



ty aga 



1486 



6461 

1189 

2746 

inst lis 



3045 



Wigan, Kendal, Wigton, 
Coniston and Newcastle 
voted against 
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Digest of Resolutioiis of toand CotmciL 



April, 1845. ^ 
l.^That the Lectures in future be printed on a larger type. 

2. — That the oldest or mother lodge is the district lodge. 

3. — That the funeral gift be not allowed from the Order to the 
' Samaritan Lodge, Langfcree, for a brother^s wife who had 
died, the lodge having paid it, although the brother was 14 
months in arrears. 

June, 1846. 
4. — That in future the affairs of the Order shall be carried on by 
the G.M., G.C.S., and Executive Committee, in the district 
wherein the G.C. meeting is to be held, and that they be con- 
sidered in office, immediately after the G.C. Report is issued. 

6. — That Bro. Eamshaw, Blackburn District, having been in- 
structed by a lodge in his district to request liberty to initiate 
a person 42 years of age, upon condition that his son, 18 
years of age, be initiated along with him, be not alllowed. 

6. — That one member of Preston, and two of Edinburgh District 
be expelled the Order for writing and circulating letters to 
the annoyance of the Districts. 

7. — That an engraving on steel be got, representing the Arms of 
the Order. 

8. — That this meeting approve of the manner in which the 
members of the Commercial Lodge, Leith, whose names have 
been returned as constituting the said lodge, have conducted 
themselves in opposing the efforts of those whose object was 
the destruction of the lodge, and that all expenses incurred 
or that may be incurred, by any necessary steps they may 
require to adopt, either in protecting or refunding any moneys 
or property belonging to the said lodge, be defrayed by the 
Order ; and that the said lodge be presented with a new 
Dispensation. 

9. — That D.G.M. Inglis, Edinburgh, for his services to the Order 
while holding the offices of G.M. and G.C.S. receive the 
honorary title of P. G.M. and G.C.S. 

10, — That Bros. Quittenton and Bentley, for good services rendered 
to the Order, receive the honorary title P.D.G.M., and be 
entitled to wear an extra colour in their rosettes. 
May, 1847. 
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11 — J. Fell of the Bond of Friendship Lodge, Lancaster District, 
appealed to G.C. against a decision his lodge had come to 
with respect to his being found following his usual employ- 
ment whilst in receipt of sick pay from his lodge. G.C. 
asked why he had not first appealed to D.C. — Reply : — The 
officers had decided thus; " that he pay all the money he had 
received during the time he had followed his usual employ- 
ment and be suspended six months." The lodge secretary 
had neglected informing him of suspension in communicating 
the decision to him. Upon receipt of this, he bowed to their 
decision, and made no appeal to D.C. about it. After the 
error was discovered and he was told of his suspension, he 
could not then appeal to D.C, therefore he had no alternative 
but to appeal to G.C, or suffer the whole penalty. Resolved 
that G.C., having been satisfied that Fell had been working 
whilst receiving sick pay, confirm the decision of the lodge 
officers. 

12. — The late D.G.M. Cameron, of Coniston, made a claim for a 
day extra than was allowed at Edinburgh G.C Resolved 
that he was not entitled to it. not having attended the sittings 
of Council on the day for which he claimed, therefore it was 
disallowed. 

May, 1848. 
13. — That all incidental expenses of each lodge, such as secretary's 
pay, room rent, <^c. be paid as lodge think proper, but not out 
of sick fund of the lodge. 

14. — That Rules as revised be binding for five years. 

June, 1849. 

16. — That Blackburn District (on account of its non-compliiuice 
with the rule in regard to funeral money) be suspended until 
next G C 

16. — That an edition of the lectures, as revised by Bro. Thompson 
be printed. 

17 — That, for the future, any member who is legally entitled to, 
and desirous of drawing a travelling card, can do so, by ap- 
plying to the I.G. of his lodge, who shall authorize the P.S. 
to furnish him with a certificate to the D.G.M. from whom he 
shall receive his card and first relief; the D.G.M. to keep an 
account, and forward the same each half-year for entry in the 
Report 

18 — Application having been made by Edinburgh District for a 
levy to the amount of £61 5s 9d, being law expenses incurred 
by Leith Lodge in attempting to recover lodge property, it was 
resolved — ** That the matter be made the subject of vote 
throughout the Order, and that Ye8 or No be placed upon 
next report.** 
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June, 1850, 
19 — ^That the Blackburn District he re«dmitted upon the foEowing 
oonditiona : — tIz : — That they comply with the General Boles, 
and that this Council sanction a levy to the amount of aocoont 
rendered by them at the G.C. held at Kendal, June 1849, but 
that no claim from that period to the present be entertained ; 
and that a Committee be a{^inted for the purpose of InTesti- 
gating into the financial atfkirs of the said District, and if 
satisfied, such committee is hereby empowered to carry tiie 
same into effect, the said committee to consist of Bros. John 
Brumfitt, K S. Brown and Jai& Brown. 

20 — ^That a fuller explanation be giren in tiie Beports of the 
proceedings, in future, of Grand Council 

21 — That the Commercial Lodge, Leith, Edinburgh District, being 
embarrassed, be relieved with the sum <^ jC15 from the 
Tribute Fund, for its present support ; and further, that this 
Council strongly recommend, that a levy of one penny per 
member throughout the Order, be collected by way of meeting 
the exigencies of their case, and definitely settling the unpleas> 
antness in connection with the late law aflairs, and the votes 
for and against the said resolution be forwarded to the £xec. 
Com., for embodiment in the next report. 

22 — That in all cases of disabled brethren being allowed the benefit 
of a levy, the nature and cause of accident be stated in the 
Beport along with the amount to be levied, and it is expected 
that every brother receiving such levy, acknowledge the same 
in next report 

23 — That a greater number of Beports be printed, say 300, instead 
of 160 as formerly. 

24 — That Bro. Gibson, D.G.M. Lancaster District, having violated 
Bule 45 in a very fiagi*ant manner, be fined £5, and in case 
the amount be not paid in full within five weeks of the issue of 
the present report, he be expelled from the Order : and further, 
that this Council refuse to recognize him as D G M., and pro- 
nounce his election null and void, and that the said district 
proceed to elect another D.G.M. 

25 — That the two lodges in Liverpool, viz : — The Philanthropic 
and City of Befuge, numbering 64 members, be constituted a 
separate district, and be called the '* Liverpool " District 

2 ft — Besolution by Blackburn District — That this district waive 
the resolution passed at the late Grand Council, held in 
Preston, also that this district do not comply >^ith the request 
of the said resolution in any manner or form. All lodges in 
this district stand united as an independent body, and form an 
Order of ourselves. bignedf Jambs Yat£8. 
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June, 1851. 

27 — A petition from lodges Benevolent and Hopeful, Langtree 
District, wiSsbing to join Liverpool district, on account of being 
near to it — it was resolved tbat a deputation of Bros. Bmmfitt 
and Jjuncan sball examine tbe above petition if both 
districts are agreeable, that such transfer shall take place, 
the said deputation shall have power to confirm the above 
petition, and their decision shall be binding until next Grand 
Council. 

2$ — This G.C., having received a memorial from the Lancaster 
District, regarding the decision of last G.C. inflicting a tine on 
Bro. Gibson for a violation of the 45th, General Rule, and the 
fine having been paid at the time specified, is of opinion, from 
information received, and documents produced at this G.C, 
that we had not been put in possessson of both sides of the 
question last G.C, and therefore entertain the memorial, and 
rescind the aforesaid resolution, and return the amount of fine 
to Bro. Gibson, he having expressed contrition to this Council. 

29 — That all meetings, held on a Sunday, in connection with this 
Order, are, from this date, illegal and unconstitutional, and are 
to be discontinued, except in cases of necessity and mercy. 

30. — Papers of an infiammatory character, written and printed, 
having been extensively circulated in Lancaster and other 
Districts, casting serious reflections on G.C, and G.M, 
Thompson in pfirticular, calculated to do positive injury, not 
only to Districts, but to the Order in general ; this Council 
feel it their duty, that Bentley and others, the authors of the 
said papers, are highly censurable for acting in said manner, 
and are hei*eby informed, that the authors of insulting letters 
to the members of G.C, inflammatory circulars to oflBcers and 
membere of Districts, together with all canvassing, bribery, 
and unconstitutional proceedings for the election of D G.M. 
shall be dealt with according to rule, and on any D.G.M. 
obtaining his election in this way, such election shall be null 
and void. 

31. — A dispute having arisen in Newcastle District on the subject 
of voting, it is the unanimous opinion of this Council that all 
presiding officers have one vote by virtue of membei-ship, and 
a casting vote, by virtue of their office, in the event of an 
equality of votes. 
June, 1852. 

32. — That the application, to have three lodges numbering 39 
members formed into a District, in Settle, stand over until 
next G.C. 

33, — ^That lodges are perfectly justified in using the interest of 
their lodge funds for the following benevolent purposes, viz : — 
paying their doctor ; assisting the widow and orphans fund ; 
o^ augmenting the sick fund. 
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34. — Tliat this Council feels it to be its duty to impress upon the 
Order the gr<'at inconvenience consequent upon D.G.M.'s 
leaving G.C\ previous to the business being concluded, thus 
putting a stop to the regular routine of business and leaving 
Districts um-epresonted. 
June. 1853. 
35. — That a summary of the benefits of the Order be given as a 
preface to the new rules ; and a number of them be printed 
separately for distribution. 
36. — After a lengthened discussion on the propriety of having the 
Order enix>l]ed under the Act provided for the protection of 
such institutions, it was resolved that Bro. Duncan prepare 
the Rules for the press ; also to forward a printed copy inter- 
leaved with blank sheets to Tidd Pratt, Esq., and should they 
meet his approbation, then to be registered forthwith. And 
to be optional to each individual lodge, whether they embrace 
the privileges of such i*egistration or not ; but should he alter 
the spirit of the s«iid rules, then to proceed no further with 
them. 
June, IS.') 4. 
37. — l^uigtive District, Minerva Lodge. — This lodge, having a 
nunnlnn' named Eihvanl Yates, sick for two years, in accord- 
ance with a Bye-Law of the lodge, had stopped his Sick 
Holief. The said brother applied to the D.G.M., and he to 
the Executive Committee, who informed the lodge, that unless 
they acUhI in accordance with the general rules of the Order, 
and continue the said brother's sick pay, the lodge would 
be sus)>onded until this G.C. The lodge still refused to 
comply, so it was consequently suspended. The said brother 
died whilst the lodge was under suspension, and they having 
apjH^aled to their D.G.M., he now brought the case before 
Gmnd Council. The correspondence between the lodge, the 
D.G.M., and the Executive Committee having been read; a 
petition was ivad from the said lodge, and the following was 
ivsolved : — *' Tho Minerva Lodge, professing to have acted 
upon the instructions improperly given by their D.G.M. 
sevoml years ago, rosi)ecting the reduction of sick pay, and 
according to some Bve-Liiw of theirs, discontinued the pay- 
ment altogether a few weeks previous to the decease of Bro. 
Edwaixl Yates of the said lodge, and become subject to 
suspension fi^om the Oinler on account thereof ; but having 
now professed regrt^t for their conduct, and promised strict 
adherence for the future in all mattei's pertaining to the rules 
of the Order, and humbly petitioned to be readmitted to the 
Fraternity ; it was resolved " That in consideration of the 
above confession, pi'omise, and petition, they shall be reinstated 
upon payment of the amount due to the relatives of the said 
brother, as sick relief, from the date when discontinued to the 
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time of his decease, together with the amount of funeral 
money as per general rule ; also the amount due Bro. Yates 
as the fiineral gift for his wife, tlie said deaths to be ])laiced 
upon the November Report and paid over to the lodge, as 
though no suspension had taken place. 

38, — The Society Lodge, Langtree District, having paid 30s for an 
old Dispensation, wish to know if they are a legal lodge. 
Resolved " That the said lodge, not being ii) fault, (but that 
the D.G.M. who furnished the old Dispensation is the party 
to blame,) be furnished with a new Disi)ensation, properly 
dated, &c., and that the D.G.M. who opened the lodge, shall 
pay the charges incurred in ribboning, itc, 

39. — That the application from some members of the Blackburn 
District, (at present expelled the Order), for copies of lectures, 
be refused. 

40 — That the Funeral money of Bro. Thos. Bell, of the Caledo- 
nian Lodge, Beatock Bridge, Carlisle Distiict, be included in 
the Funeral Levy, the lodge having broken up and not paid it. 

41 — That in consequence of our districts lying so wide, there is not 
sufficient convenience for the relief of brothers travelling in 
search of employment, and that each district be empowered to 
appoint as many relieving officers as they may think proper ; 
and such brothers, termed Tramps, are. requested to travel a 
reasonable distance each day. 

42 — That every case coming under the 30th General Rule, shall be 
brought before Grand Council, and be there disposed of, previ- 
ous to any money being paid; and not be decided by the D.C. 
as proposed. 

43 — That the G.M., and the Ex. Com., prepare a form for a set of 
books for lodges, so as to have them uniform. 
June, 1855. 

44. — That P. D.G.M. Lang be appointed to investigate the case of 
a law afiair, in connection with the Elisha Lodge, which took 
place several years ago, but the facts of which are not suflB.- 
ciently plain. 

45. — That the Liverpool Executive Committee be empowered to 
apply to Tidd Pratt, Esq. , for the Registration of the General 
Rules, under the forthcoming Act, providing they can be 
registered in their i^resent state. 

46. — A lodge in Lancaster District had a dispute with a lodge in 
Manchester, in connection with a transferred member whose 
sick pay had been suspended. The G.C., after the examination 
of a great quantity of written documents and other evidence, 
resolved : — That the lodiire shall deduct the arrears due from 
his sick relief, and continue to relieve him as heretofore. 
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47. — That 208 be oflPered for the most suitable design for a new 
Dispensation, on the principle of the Arch and Column. 

48.^-— That an entry be made upon the minutes, by way of re- 
monstrance, and caution for the future, in regard to extravagant 
expenditure of G.C. Executive Committee. 

49. — That in future no D.G.M. shall be allowed to leave G.C. 
before the completion of its business, under the penalty of 
forfeiting all claims upon the Order, for the expenses incurred 
by his attending the said meeting. 
June, 1856. 

60. — That, after taking the case of the Elisha Lodge into considera- 
tion, D.G.M. Taylor examine all books, and place the lodge 
under the 7th and 8th General Rules. P. D.G.M. Lang 
and D.G.M. Taylor to receive £1 each per the agreement 

61. — The officers of the Minerva Lodge having paid Bro. W. 
Banks no sick pay since Dec. 25th, 1855, and having funds 
amounting to £160, which had been applied for by, and 
refused to, the D.G.M.; but had been drawn from the bank by 
the officers, and part of the membei-s, for division among 
themselves, thus, leaving the sick brother destitute, it was 
resolved by G C, " That D.G.M. Taylor take proceedings to 
recover the money for the members in benefit of the lodge." 

62. — ^That seven members of the EUel Cottage Lodge, resident in 
Rochdale, be granted a Dispensation and other requisites, to 
foim themselves into a lodge, and to initiate members, they 
being members of the Ellel Cottage Lodge during first twelve 
months, in case of sickness. 

63. — That, as lodges are not allowed to take incidental expenses 
from the lodge funds, they take them from the interest of 
lodge funds and tines. 

54. — That lodges may be permited to adopt the plan of paying an 
extra monthly instalment, instead of a funeral levy. 
June, 1857. 

66. — ^That in reference to the printed document, issued by the 
Liverpool District to the Executive Committee, and circulated, 
we are unanimously of opinion that the whole matter con- 
tained in said printed document, apart from the circulation, 
being a direct violation of the general rule, must be with- 
drawn ; and further, that the fine of five shillings be also in- 
flicted for refusing to send in the half-yearly return. Should- 
the foregoing be complied with, and the distiict pay the fine 
of £5, according to District Rul^ 1 3, the district shall be re- 
instated, and Bro. Pollock be entitled to take his seat in 
G.C, when he will have an opportunity of submitting any 
suggestion or resolution he may think necessary for the con- 
sideration of Grand Council ; if not complied with, the dip. 
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trict shall be held erpelled from the date of said printed docu- 
xnent, viz., October 16th, 1856. — To which they gave a decided 
negative. 

56.— After D.G.M. Taylor, Wigan District, presented the attor- 
ney's bill, for a final settlement of the Minerva Lodge case 
for £22 18s. Od., and this amount had been reduced to 
£19. 16s. 3d. by G.C., it was resolved : — That for the future 
no expenses incurred in law proceedings, by any lodge or 
district, shall be entertained or allowed by Grand Coimcil. 

67. — That the initiation money for members entering the Order, 
between the ages of 18 and 25 years, be reduced from 5s. 
to 2s. 6d., as G.C. considers it would be a means of obtaining 
a lai^ increase of members. 

68.— That a couple of pages be set apart in the Report for the 
purpose of placing any suggestion, &c., thereon. 

59.— That the proceedings of Grand Council be more fully parti- 
cularized in the June Reports in future. 

60. — Rose of Poulton Lodge, Lancaster District. — Nearly half of 
the members had left this lodge, owing to some dispute res- 
pecting a supper being held, and the case was represented to 
the Executive Committee, who suspended one portion of the 
members. The G.C, on hearing the origin of the dispute, 
agreed that the suspension should be withdrawn, and a depu- 
tation sent over to Poulton, to attempt a reconciliation. This 
deputation met the divisions of the lodge, as |)er appointment, 
and reported that twenty membei*s were absent on a fishing 
voyage to Marypoit, one-half belonging to each party. After 
four hours were spent in vainly trying to bring about a recon- 
ciliation, the 38 members who had been called upon to suffer 
so much for their adherence to rule, in defence of the lodge 
property, being " perfectly willing to submit to anything and 
everything that the deputation might advise or decide upon, 
in the affair ; whilst the othei-s would agree to nothing right 
or reasonable : '* the deputation closed the meeting by declar- 
ing that "The conduct of the one party had been noble and 
generous, and deserving of all pi-aise ; and that of the other, 
mean and disreputable to the last degree." — That the act of 
G.C, in removing the suspension, was fully justified, and is 
now cordially confirmed, and that those who do not submit 
to authority, and avail themselves of the oi)portunity now 
given of returning to the lodge, shall, on and after the expi- 
ration of three weeks from date, have no further chance of 
shaiing its benefits. 

61. --That any lodge may avail itself of registration, if it choose 
to do so. 
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June, 1858. 
62. — That Liverpool District be re-admitted on the following con- 
ditions : — 

1. That all money due from the said district to any lodge or 
district in the Order, for transfer of members, &c., be paid over to 
them previous to the close of this G.C. 

2. That the sum of £2 9s., being the expenses of the late 
D.G.M. to the Standish G.C. of 1856 ; and £3 4s. lOd., the amount 
j»aid by tliem for ti-amp relief during the thi*ee half-years i>ast, be 
allowed ; and £2 17s. 8d. paid to the Wigan D.G.M. by the Orms- 
kirk Ixxlges, be refunded by him to the Liverpool D.G.M. ; making 
a total of £8 lis. 6d. 

3. That the sum of £13 be granted to the said District, as 
balance of the Funei'aJ Account for a portion of the time they were 
suspended, the said sum to be placed upon the forthcoming report ; 
and further, that the fines imposed last G.C. be rescinded. 

4. That the Order shall have no further claim upon the said 
district, nor the said district any further claim upon the Order 
whatever, for any money expended during the period that the said 
district was sus}>ended. 

5. That this district be entered in the minute book, and signed 
by the G.M. on behalf of the Order; and by D.G.M. Lang, on 
behalf of the Liverpool District. 

63. — That the Liverpool District tabular statement be inserted 
ujH>n the forthcoming Repoi-t, along with the other District 
returns. 

64. — That in futui-e, no expenses incurred in law proceedings, by 
any lodge or district, i*egistered or not registered, be allowed 
or entertained. 

65. — That in futui'e, no funei-al gift be paid by any lodge, without 
tii*st i*eceiving a Kegistrar*s Certificate ; the said Certificate to 
be handed ovir to the D.G.M. at D.C., and produced by him 
at the G.C, or sent in by him to the Executive Committee, 
along with the November returns ; failing which, the amount 
cannot be levied for. 

66. — AV Mather v. Elislia Lodge.- That as Bro. Mather is un- 
willing to eonipromise the matter in the way advised last 
G.C\, it stand as it is, and be no further entertained by us. 

67. — That the Report of the Deputation to Poulton, already pub- 
lished, be accepted ; and the decision of the deputation con- 
firmed. 

68.— That the displacement of Mr. Gardiner, late D.G.M., be con- 
tinued till next G.C, when he may have an opportunity of 
defending himself, and showing cause why the expenses in- 
curred by the several deputations on his account, be not 
refunded by him and his coadjutors. 

69i — That in consequence of the disqualification of Gardiner to 
sei-ve as D.G.M., this G.C consider Bro. J. Coulson as duly 
elected, he being the second on the poll. 
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70. — That Bro. Hargreaves had lo right to be fined 258., for being 
abroad after 8 o'clock at night, as he was only receiving 
pai-tial relief, according to the 29th General Rule, and in conse- 
quence was at liberty to work, or walk about, as the case might 
be ; and that the sum of 3s. per week, being the amount 
agreed upon by them, be paid to him, for the space of three 
months from the date of his suspension, his arrears to be de- 
, ducted from the said sum, and that his reinstatement in the 
lodge be required. 

71. — That John Gardiner be dealt with on Rule 60, for destroy- 
ing a dispensation ; on Rule 1 6, for not supplying the Rose 
of Poulton Tiodge with Reports, &c.; and on G.C. rule 2, for 
acting contrary to the decisions of last G.C. ; the fine in each 
case to be 5s. 

72. — That all fines imposed by G.C. be paid in at the time of in- 
fliction, or forwarded to the Exec. Com. within 3 months 
from that date. 

75. — That, so far as the payment out of the Tribute Fund, for 
the opening expenses, is concerned, the application from the 
Kendal District cannot be entertained. 

74. — That the rule respecting the opening of new lodges remain 
as it is at present. 

75. — After considerable discussion, and several divisions upon the 
proposition for a permanent G.C.S., as mentioned in last 
rejwrt it was resolved '* That, for the present it be not enter- 
tained, but stand over for future consideration, and for the 
maturing of a plan." 

76. — That the proposition for the G.C. to be held in three or four 
of the large central towns, and not in obscure places, as here- 
tofore, be nnt entertained. 

77. — That any lodge or district may form a children's burial club, 
provided that the funds be kept perfectly distinct from each 
other. 
June, 1859. 

78. — That from information received respecting the late D.G.M. 
Taylor (Wigan), withholding the books, papers, &c., pertain- 
ing to the Order and District ; this G.C. deem it right to call 
upon him to refund the money thus withheld, and hand over 
to his successors all the papers and other things pertaining to 
the said district. 

79. — That a copy of the above resolution, signed by each of the 
D.G.M.'s be given to the present D.G.M. Wright for the pur- 
pose of carrying into effect the said decision. 

80. — Re Mather v. Elisha Lodge:— John Mather, of the Elisha 
Lodge, presented himself to appeal against the statements 
made at previous G.C.s, by Taylor, respecting the money ex- 



Resolution 70, See Note 3. Resolution 71, See Motes -9, 12, 13, 




82 

pended in the law affair, aud, from the information given, it 
appears that the late D.G.Iti. has been grievously mismanaging 
the afiairs of the Wigan district ; and attempting, either 
designedly, or otherwise, to over-reach those associated with 
him. It was therefore resolved — " That a certificate, signed 
by all the D.G.M.S present, shall be given to D.G.M. Wright, 
empowering him to deal with the matter, accoixling to terms 
named therein, and the instructions now given.'' 

81. — That the question of each district managing its own affairs, 
in the matter of Funeral Levy, Tramps, &c.y cannot be enter- 
tained, as it is a direct violation of the General Rules ; the 
G.C. being of opinion that the more the Order is united the 
better. 

82. — That a new form of dispensation be procur^ and litho- 
graphed ; and further, that we now resolve ourselves into a 
committee for the purpose 61 drawing a plan, and reconstruct- 
ing the declaration to be contained therein. 

83. — That the plan now di*awn be adopted, and the Kendal D.G.M. 
be requested to engross a paper copy of it, for the inspection 
of the D.G.M.S, and the instruction of the lithographer; and 
when approved of, that 500 copies of it be printed, as early as 
convenient. 

84. — ^That no officer can be displaced, before he is six months in 
arrears, if in full compliance with Rules 10 and 19. 

85. — That the question of a Permanent G.C.B., and of holding 
G.C, in three or four central places, stand over till the revi- 
sion of our rules. 

86. — That the application for a collection and reprint of the most 
important decisions and rulings of G.C. during the ten years 
past, stand over till the revision of the Rules. 
June, 1860. 

87. — That John Wilson, of the Kendal Castle lodge, Kendal Dis- 
trict, be expelled the Order, from this date, for illegal corres- 
pondence. 

8S. — That the Kendal Castle lodge pay to the Executive Cojn- 
mittee the sum of £8 15s. lOd., as per General Report, June 
1859, together with sum expended by the late D.G.M. Dun- 
can, in defending the Order against the prosecutions instituted 
by the said lodge. 

89. — ^That the office of D.G.M. (Kendal) is vacant, and the lodges 
proceed immediately with a new election, the name and 
address of each candidate, along with the votes, to be sent 
under seal, to the Executive Committee, who shall declare the 
election. 

90« — That the sums stated be paid by the lodge, on or before the 
2nd July next, otherwise the lodge shall be expelled the 
Order. 
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91. — ^That Peter White, of the Love and Friendship lodge, Preston 
District, having imposed on the lodge in a series of cases, be 
expelled the Order. 

92. — That any district or lodge may avail themselves of the Law 
of Registration, but this Council use no compulsion in the 
matter. 

93. — That the Executive Committee remain in Edinburgh for the 
ensuing twelve months, but the G.C. be convened in some 
more central place, with a view to save expense. 

94— Kendal Castle Lodge, having failed to comply with the above 
decisions of G.C, is expelled the Order. 
June, 1861. 

95. — That the request of D.G.M. Brumfit, to divide the Preston 
District, on account of its extent and numbers, be granted. 

96. — That Summer shall be held to commence on the 15th April, 
and to terminate on October 15th, in each year ; the remain- 
ing months to be considered Winter. 

97. — That the proper time for the nomination of D.G.M. is No- 
vember, and for election, at May D.C, ; and further, the can- 
didate duly elected, shall enter upon his duties, immediately 
on receiving the June G.C. reports, such being the usual 
custom. 

98. — That there being no law by which a lodge would be justified 
in withholding the sick pay, from a lunatic, when in the 
asylum ; the matter should lie over till the revision of the 
General Rules. 

99. — That an I.G., who had refused to put a motion to the vote, 
for applying the interest realized from the lodge fund, to the 
reduction of the half-yearly Funeral Levy, was perfectly justi- 
fied in his conduct. 
June, 1862. 

100. — That lodges, if necessary, may carry out the principles of a 
Superannuation Fund, by applying Rule 29. 

101. — That in order to more fully carry out the idea of a Super- 
annuation Fund, rule 29 be altered to read as follows : " That 
should a brother be so far recovered from sickness, or accident, 
or be in such a state of infirmity, through age, so as to be 
able to earn, &c." 

102. — That honorary members be admitted on payment of entrance 
money, and approval of the members,, the same as any other 
member ; and may give any donation they think proper, but 
not be entitled to any benefit from the Order, neither Sick 
nor Funeral money. 

103. —That any Tramp, not being properly prepared with the 
Tramp Password, and other requisites, shall not be relieved ; 

Resolution 100, See Note 3. Resolution 101, See Note 3. 




34 

and that it is the duty of the officers who give him his tramp 
book, to see that he is properly prepared. 

104. — That a member is entitled to vote, when he has been three 
months a member, and has paid all lodge fees, d^c, according 
to Rule 39. 
June, 1863. 

105. — That we proceed with the printing of the rules, the new 
edition of 4,000, to embrace any little explanation to rules, 
that may be found necessary. 

106. — That the proposition to make the rules binding for six 
years, and to hold G.C. only once in three years, be not enter- 
tained. 

107. — That no one afflicted with fits, is a proper person to be 
admitted into our Order. 

J08. — That, in all cases, where an old member is infirm, but not 
sick, we recommend rule 29, as amended last year. 

109. — That all lodges adhere to Rule 52, in the case of a person 
wishing to be readmitted, who has been expelled, or convicted 
of felony. 

110. — Re Flourishing Bee Lodge, Blackburn District. — This lodge 
held a special meeting, and resolved that, as a majority of 
their members were entirely out of employment through the 
depression of trade, they should cease to pay to, and receive 
from the sick fund of their lodge until trade revived ; but 
that they should continue to pay funeral and tribute levies as 
usual, and receive the benefit therefrom in case of death. One 
member, who did not agree with the resolution come to by 
the lodge, tendered his contribution as usual, which was re- 
fused ; this member was taken sick, and applied in the usual 
way for sick relief, which was also refused. The subject was 
taken before D.C., and thence brought to G.C. It was 
resolved by G.C. " That this membiu* ought to be paid his sick 
money, and that no lodge ought to take such a step, without 
first consulting and obtaining the sanction of D.G.M. and 
D.C. All transactions of this kind to be duly entered in the 
Distiict and Lodge Minute Books." 
June, 1864. 

111. — That the amount of sick fund in each district be made 
known every G.C, and appear on the June Report. 

112. — That, from this date, all Interest arising from the Sick Fund, 
be added to the said fund, and not applied to any other pur- 
pose. 

113. — A seafaring member, in Newcastle District, having been 
absent about three years, and his wife having, during that 
time, paid all demands by the lodge, she wished to know, if 
she were to cease paying contributions, and continue to pay 
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funeral and tribute levies, if she would be entitled to sick 
relief or funeral benefit, in case satisfactory certificates prove 
either sickness or death. It was resolved — " That all contri- 
butions, levies, &c., be paid, as if at home. Should the mem- 
ber's death be proved at any date, that his funeral gift be 
paid; and should any overplus in contributions, Ac, have 
been paid, the sum to be refunded to his widow, or other 
proper representative." 

114. — That the Dispensations be distributed over the Order, in 
proportion to the number of .lodges in each district; that the 
same be supplied gratis to new lodges, and to any lodge re- 
quiring a second supply, the charge to be as follows :— Cere- 
monies and Lectures 6d. each ; Dispensations, uncoloured, 
fid. each. 

115. — That D.G.M.S Brown and Ormandy be instructed to get the 
information they can, in respect to the financial position of 
the Blackburn district (which now seeks readmission), the age 
of members, <fec., <fec., and that the matter be brought before 
next G.C. 
June, 1865. 

116. — That this Council give a guarantee to refund to Good Inten- 
tions Lodge, Blackburn District, all sick funds they may pay 
to Lodge Hospitality, from this Council to next G.C, 1866 ; 
the sick relief being after the same ratio they have been re- 
ceiving immediately preceding this Council. 

117. — That on any member going to a lunatic asylum. Rule 32 
should apply. 

118. — That immediately after a man attains 35, he cannot be ad- 
mitted a member of this Order, without extra age money. 

119. — That D.G.M. Beck be requested to print 400 District forms 
for half-yearly returns, and that they be distributed among the 
several districts. 
June, 1866. 

120. — That a brother, who, when single, receives a £20 grant, 
afterwards getting married, at his wife's death, stands in the 
same position in regard to the amount of the funeral gift, as 
if the grant had not been received. 

121. — That Bro. T. Wilkinson be reinstated in his lodge in Ken- 
dal district, which he belonged to previously ; and stand in 
the same position as when he was thrown out. 
June, 1867. 

122. — That the D.G.M. and D.C. have power to levy for Inci- 
dental Expenses. 

123. — That Bro. T. Lever, the only member now belonging to the 
Hospitality Lodge, Blackburn district, be balloted for by the 
lodges in the district. 
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124. — ^That D.G.li. Bond choose three ooiDpelent persons to meet, 
and confer with a deputation from the seceded lodges, and 
afterwards to report to the ExecutiTe Committee, for them 
to deal with as they think best. 

125. — That Newton's BeueTolent Lodge, Newcastle District, be 
suspended until thej comply with the law, haying acted very 
carelessly, and mismanaged the lodge books. 
June, 1868. 

126. — ^That the snm of £5 5s. be paid at this Council to Bro. W. 
R. Beck, for reports, due by A. Brown, P.G.M., who was de- 
ficient of £23 13s. 7d. ; the same to be paid by the District 
within twelve months. 

127. — ^That the Fylde District be continued, on condition that if 
there is any deficiency in the initiation money, it be made 
good by the district 

128. — That D.G.M. Ormandy be appointed to examine into the 
affairs of the Fylde District, and report ; his expenses to be 
paid at this Council. 

129. — That all Interest, arising from any funds except the Inci- 
dental Fund, be added to the Sick Fund : and be for no other 
purpose. 

180.-— That D.G.M. 's attending G.C. be allowed 10s. 6d. a day. 

181,— That Bro. W. R Beck get 4,000 copies of Rules printed. 

132 — That thei*e be a new box made for the Order, large enough 
to contain the property of the Order, and to be made accord- 
ing to the instructions of the G.M. 

183, — That the opening and closing ceremony of the Whitehaven 
Mutual Lodge be continued according to Rule ; and that the 
G.M. write to the I.G. from this G.C, that, unless they are 
in compliance with rule, they will be suspended from the 
Order. 

134. — That the oldest, or No. 1 Lodge is the District Lodge. 

135. — That all the books and documents belonging to the different 
lodges, be brought to a D.C. once in 12 months, so that the 
D.G.M. *s may be conversant with the affaiis of all the dif- 
ferent lodges, in their districts, at G.C. 

136. — That D.G.M. Hill be appointed as a deputation to go to 
Preston and Liverpool districts, to examine into the financial 
affairs of the different lodges his expenses to be paid at this 
G.C. 

137. — That the affairs of the Blackburn District appear on this 
Report. 

138. — That there be designs got for new Emblems, and that the 
same be submitted for approval at next G.C. 

139. — That five reports be sent to each lodge. 
June, 1869. 

140. — That the non-complying lodges in the Liverpool district, 
Nos 1, 5, and 7, be suspended until such time as they comply 
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with District rule, by paying the District levy ; the time 
allowed for their decision to extend to June 29th, 1869. 
141, — That, in the case of a member being in a workhouse, the 
levy and tribute money should be paid from the Incidental 
Fund, and in case of death in a workhouse, the said fund 
should be reimbursed from what remains of the funeral money. 
142. — That a District has power, under General Law, to compel a 
member to accept a levy, under the 30th Rule, though the 
member concerned, refuse to receive the sum voted. 

148. — That in future, certificates of tramp relief, similar to the 
death certificates, be forwarded to the G.C.S., with the half- 
yearly returns. 

144. — That the information respecting the deputations to the 
Liverpool, Preston, and Fylde districts, be placed on the next 
report. 

145. — That the funeral pay of Thomas Nicholls, who died in 1867, 
a member of the Newtown Benevolent Lodge, which was sus- 
pended in the same year, be levied for and placed on the next 
report. 

146. — That the expenses of the repair of propei-ty owned by 
lodges, connected with this Unity, be paid from the income 
derived from such propei*ty. 

147. — That the suggestion from the Wigton District, relating to a 
reduction in the amount of permanent sick pay, viz., 9s. per 
week for 12 months, and 4s. 6d. per week afterwards, be not 
entertained. 

148. — That the present rule, as to certified sickness, is sufficient 
to meet all cases. The Registrar of Friendly Societies has 
decided that lunacy is not to be considered as sickness, but 
the Council do not consider his o[)inion binding upon the 
Unity, inasmuch as a surgeon's cei*tificate may entitle a mem- 
ber, under certain circumstances, to sick relief. 

149. — That in case of a member being returned, and leaving the 
Order before the payment becomes due, the amount of pay- 
ment must be taken from the Incidental Fund. 

160. — That the subject of retaining emigrant members in the 
Unity, during absence, as under the workhouse rules, be not 
entertaiiied. 

161. — That any district may be allowed to alter the Ceremonies, 
as the members may think proper ; subject to the sanction of 
such alterations by the Executive Committee, for the time 
being. 

152. — That aiTangements be left in the hands of the Carlisle 
Executive Committee, for supplying a new Emblem for the 
Order ; and that all reasonable expenses connected with 
carrying this resolution be paid at next G C. 
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June, 1870. 

163. — That the resolution passed last G.C., compelling a brother 
to accept a levy, read " Grand Council," instead of " District." 

154. — That fifty photographs of the new design for the Emblem 
be struck off and given to the D.G.M/s, to allow the lodges 
and members an opportunity of seeing them. 

156. — That the D.G.M., who has not had the full amount of 
tribute fund handed over to him, at the time he took office, 
has power to add to the tribute levy from time to time, till 
the amount standing due upon the report be made up. 

166. — That the funeral money for a brother's wife, who died three 
years ago, which has not yet been claimed, must be paid, on 
the production of a death certificate. 

157. — That the person named, in a letter from Bro. Edwards, had 
no claim for the funeral money of his wife, she being in a 
sickly state at the time he became a member. 

158. — That no officer in any lodge should be a trustee for money, 
or property, belonging to the same lodge. 

169. — That each D.G.M. shall forward to the G.C. Executive 
Committee, not later than five weeks previous to G.C. meet- 
ing, all business they intend bringing before G.C. (except 
appeals in union cases), no other business of importance to be 
entertained. 

160. — That each D.G.M. be responsible for the books of his 
district. 
June, 1871. 

161. — That seven consecutive days, viz., six working days and one 
Sunday, shall constitute a week according to rule 24, and must 
elapse before a sick brother can claim his sick allowance, after 
sending in his certificate. 

162. — That, in the case of a member paying into a lodge for con- 
venience, and becoming sick, it was the duty of the officers of 
that Lodge, to apply to the sick brother's lodge, at the time 
when he pays his first contribution, and enquire as to his 
position in his lodge, and pay the sick brother's allowance 
accordingly, the same as if he was one of their own members ; 
and account with the officers of the sick brother's lodge at the 
earliest opportunity. 

163. — That no person can be admitted to membership with the 
Order, after he is 40 years of age. 

164. — That in future all grants of money, out of the Tribute Fund, 
shall be apportioned on the number of members returned in 
the November half-yearly report. 

165. — That the Westein Comet Lodge do act in accordance with 
rule, or be suspended ; and not make Byelaws contrary to 
the General Rules of the Order. 

Resolution 161, See Note 2. 
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166. — That the members of the Celtic Lodge, who had been paying 
their money into a lodge, at Cockermouth, for convenience 
(at present seceded from the Order), on making application, 
be paid their sick allowance by the Celtic Lodge, according to 
the degree in which they stand, the same as if they were not 
in arrears ; and that an account of the money lost to the 
Celtic Lodge, by the secession of the Cockermouth Lodge, be 
entered in the minute book of the Celtic Lodge. 

167. — That A. J. Waudby, of London, supply the Order with a 
Steel Plate Engraving, at the price of 250 guineas, as per his 
offer in writing, dated June, 1870. 

168. — That the completion of the contract for executing the en- 
graved steel plate and impressions, be entrusted to the Execu- 
tive Committee for the time being, and that the work be paid 
for proportionally as it is done. 

169. — That, on the completion of the plate, a sufficient number of 
impressions be printed, so that each brother in the Order at 
that date may have a copy — such copy to be presented to him 
gratis. All subsequent impressions to be paid for by mem- 
bers, as wanted, and, the cost of the plate, and first number 
of impressions to be included in the levies half-yearly. 
June, 1872. 

170. — That the Newcastle District be divided into three, viz. : — 
Newcastle, Morpeth, and Blackhill. 

171. — That the Benevolent Lodge, Wigan District, be broken up, 
and that its seven members be balloted for according to rule ; 
but so that no lodge in the district receive more than one 
member ; and that the property of the lodge be balloted for 
in lots, by the lodges receiving such members. 

172. — That the understanding made between Lodge Cumberland 
Star, Carlisle, and a member with only one arm, viz., — **In 
case he fell upon the sick fund, no levy should be made for 
him," is unlawful, and that the member is entitled to all the 
advantages of the Order. 

173. — That the Western Comet Lodge officers forward their books 
for inspection to the Fylde Executive Committee, on or before 
the 17th inst., and that in case the alleged charge (using a 
sliding scale of payments for sick members) be found correct; 
or if the officers refuse to forward the books, the lodge be 
suspended. 

174, — That the Anchor Lodge, Edinburgh, do at once grant the 
transfer of the 22 members to the new Persevere Lodge ; if 
not, the matter be left in the hands of the D.G.M. and D.C., 
to suspend the obstructing officers, and elect others in their 
places. 

175. — That, if proper application for a new lodge had been made 
and duly granted, and that if the old lodge officers refused to 
open such lodge, the D.G.M. could instruct other lodge officers 
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to open the new lodge ; the District Committee deciding, 
in all cases, when and where a new lodge should be opened. 
An application for a new lodge does not of necessity require 
to be made by lodge officers. 

176. — That each D.G.M. attending next G.C. furnish a statement 
of the amount received and paid by each district on account 
of sick. 

177. — That the Duchess of Lancaster Lodge, Liverpool District, 
reimburse Lodge Eden, Preston District, the sum of £2 2s., 
being the amount due for sick pay to a brother, who had 
been paying into Lodge Eden for convenience. 

178. — That the G.C.S.*s salary be £5, and that £1 be paid for the 
Grand Council Room. 
June, 1873. 

179. — That the sum of £1 6s. be refunded by the Fylde district 
for the expenses to Freckleton. 

180. — That no matter shall be printed by the Executive Com- 
mittee without the consent of Giand Council. 

181. — That the Death Certificate Books be left in the custody of 
the Executive Committee for the time being, and paid for by 
the several districts as required. 

182. — That the seceded members of the Anchor Lodge make appli- 
cation to the officers of the said lodge, for their transfers, and 
that such transfers be granted on payment of all legal claims, in 
accordance with the general rules of the Order. Transfers to 
take effect as at, and from, the date of their fonner application. 

183. — That Bro. Skillans' name be re-entered on the Loyal Provi- 
dence Lodge books, and all matters of account due and owing 
between the districts of Lancaster and Coniston be settled, aa 
if no dispute had arisen. 

184. — That in the case of members paying into a lodge for conve- 
nience, the said lodge shall not remit to the brother's lodge 
any more money than that required by Rule 48, viz., 13s. per 
annum for contribution. 

186. — That the Western Comet Lodge continue suspended until 
it complies with the Order of the G.C, in having their books 
examined by the Executive Committee for the time being. 

186. — That in the case of embarrassed lodges, all books be pro- 
duced at G.C, including the Minute Book. 

187. — That the Orders box and contents be produced in the Coun- 
cil Chamber to-day, to be inspected. 

188. — That each D.G.M. attending next G.C. should lay on the 
table a statement of the account of the Tribute Fund in his 
district, properly authenticated, and signed by three I.G.s, 
such statement to show the amount of tribute fund, and 
where it is invested ; and if not invested, how secured. 

Resolution 184, See Note 7. 
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1^9. — -That a letter. of condolence be written and gent to the 
widow of the late D.G.M. Hill, Carlisle ; the said letter to be 
written by D.G.M. Rochester, signed by G. M. Bedhead, and 
countei signed by the G.C.S. 
June, 1874. 

190. — That the officers of a lodge, according to Rule 23, had no 
right to take any payment from any member for degrees, 
during sickness. 

191. — That blindness is not sickness, th© Registrar being of the 
same opinion. 

192.- That the G.M. for the time being, apply to the Registrar of 
Friendly Societies for the registration of the Order, and that 
the Rules be revised in the event of the whole Order being 
enrolled, and that the answer of the Registrar, if possible, be 
put on the June report. 

193. — That there be one report sent to each district for every ten 
members. 

194. — That the D.G.M.'s consult the I.G.'s in their district, to see 
what number of Emblems they require, and that the number 
required by each district be reprinted. 

195. — That, in all cases when a candidate seeks admission to the 
Order, and it is necessary for him to obtain a medical certifi- 
cate, the candidate pay the examination fee. 

196. — Without the consent of a brother, it is not imperative to 
make him accept a grant. 

197. — That a member cannot enforce a transfer, if he even be in 
full compliance with the rules. 

198. — That, in future all payments made out of Tribute Fund for 
relief of embarrassed lodges shall be : — As the total amount 
of Tribute Fund in the whole Order, is to the amount re- 
quired for embarrassed lodges, so is the amount of fund in 
each district, as per statement No. 3 in the Order's repoi*t, to 
the payment to be made by each district. 

199. — That the value of each lodge be published on the June 
report. 

200. — That trespassing, in some cases, is, and in others, is not im- 
moral conduct, according to Rule 24, and in this special case, 
the D.C. have power to settle the matter. 

201. — That the expense of printing the Emblems shall not be 
levied for on the Order. 

202. — That the G.M. for the time being, be empowered to lend 
what money he has on hand, and that each D.G.M., on re- 
ceiving a number of Emblems, and the account for the same, 
immediately remit the amount to the G.M,, so that he may 
always have funds on hand to pay the printer. 

203. — That the Emblems be sent to each district proportionally — 

Besolution 190, See Note 1. 
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so that the lodges in each district may have them always on 
hand, to be able to give them to each member on initiation. 

204. — ^That in future the allowance for D.G.M.*s attending G.C. 
be 16s. per day. 

205. — That the G.C.S. receive the same pay as D.G.M.'8, only 
receiving four days instead of five. 
June, 1875. 

206. — That District rule, No. 8, in future be strictly enforced. 

207. — ^That the funeral gift for a brother's deceased wife — she 
being his third wife, but only the first since his initiation, — 
be the same as for a first wife. 

208 — ^That each D.G.M. attending G.C. have one vote each, and 
that vote to be of equal value. 

209, — That the Registrar of Friendly Societies having declared 
that lunacy is not sickness, no payment be made to the 
lunatic brother, or his representative, during his lunacy. 

210. — That a deaf and dumb candidate for initiation, who is in 
good health, aged 26, a joiner, unmarried, may be entertained. 

211. — That, in future, when motions before the Council come to a 
division, the names of the representatives of the districts 
voting for and against, be recorded on the reports. 

212. — That, in case the D.G.M. shall be fined by G.C. for absence 
from business, when the roll is called, the time he is late be 
specified. 

218. — ^That G.C. do not entertain nor audit any book or books 
from any embarrassed lodge, for the purpose of relief, without 
the production of the five books which Rule 42 compels every 
lodge to have, and that the resolution remain in force until 
rescinded. 

214. — ^That a sick brother, afflicted with temporary blindness, is 
entitled to sick relief during sickness. 

215. — That a brother may take up his degrees all at once, if con- 
venient to him, after 12 months' initiation, and that one 
month after doing so, he is entitled to 9s. per week sick relief. 

216. — That a copy of the Morpeth resolution be placed on this 
report, with the alteration that the voting papers be produced 
at G.C, 1876. 

217. — That owing to some of the districts not having been made 
aware that a resolution was passed at G.C, 1874, that the 
votes of all the members of the Order be taken for and against 
registration and revision, and broucjht to G.C, 1875 ; and 
that if the Friendly Societies' Bill now before Parliament be 
passed, and become law before November, 1875, the G.M. at 
once give notice to the different D.G.M.'s that they send the 
printed forms to the lodges in their districts, asking them to 
vote for or against registration and revision, the same to be 

Resolution 206, See Note 10. 
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signed by the LG. and Secretary of each lodge, and brought 
by the D.G.M.'sto G.C, 1876; andthat any of theD.G.M/g 
neglecting to comply with the said instructions, be fined 10s. ; 
as 80 many diversities of opinion are from time to time arising 
in different districts respecting some of the rules, as several of 
the districts are registered, the members of which adhere to the 
registered rules, thei-eby causing dissension and disputes in the 
Order. The expenses of printing new rules, (&a, to be paid 
out of G.C. funds. 
June, 1876. 

218. — That, in the absence of information as to the state of the ap- 
plicant (for sick relief, whilst an inmate of an asylum, the loss 
of sight having been caused by an accident), at the time of the 
accident, and the circumstances attending the same, the Council 
is unable to arrive at any decision on the evidence before them. 

219. — That D.G.M. Marsh supply the Executive Committee with 
the North Star (Wigan) Lodge register of members, so that 
they may inquire into the case of their having admitted mem- 
bers over 40 years of age, and that the result of the inquiry be 
inserted in the June report, 1876. 

220. — The Council instructs the Executive Committee, if they find 
the statements detailed by D.G.M. Rochester about the North 
Star Lodge to be correct, to expel all the members who were 
above age at the time of admission ; such expelled members to 
have all payments returned, less any sick pay they may have 
received. 

221. — rThat this Council expresses its regret that D.G.M. Eochester 
should have published the pamphlet 

222. — ^That the rule about members' third wives, applied only to 
wives whose deaths occurred after the member joined the 
Order. 

223. — That a vote be taken in Council on the question of Unity 
Registration, and Revision of Rules. 

224. — That the lodges in each district be at liberty to use their own 
discretion as to admission to membership under medical cei-ti- 
ficate. 

225. — That a table of Payments and Receipts from Districts to 
Order, prepared by D.G.M. Hall, be printed in this June 
report. 

226. — That D.G.M. Ormandy get 250 Ceremony and Lecture 
Books, there being none on hand. 

227. — That the following constitute the Committee for revising 
the rules of the Order : — G. M. Laing, Newcastle ; D.G.M. 
Hall, Fylde; D.G.M. Rochester, Morpeth; and D.G.M. 
Walton, Blackhill . — It being understood that a copy of the 
proposed rules be circulated amongst the various lodges 
for approval or correction, before they are forwarded to 
the Registrai' of Friendly Societies for Registration. 
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June, 1877. 

22ii. — That this Council approves of the acts of the Newcastle 
Executive Committee, in dealing with the Carlisle Distiict 
business, during their year of offica 

229. — ^The Order, by a majority of votes of members, having 
declared for Registration, and ceiiiain districts having by 
their D.G.M.'s declared that they will not be registered, 
and, as it is impossible for registered and unregistered dis- 
tricts to remain in Unity, 1 (D.G.M. Rochester) move 
that no business from those districts that decline to be re- 
gistei'ed, be entertained at this Council. 

280. — That the i*equest of the petitioners, to open a Branch of 
the Mechanics' Order at Cape Town, be granted ; but they 
would have to be informed that the laws of this country 
would not allow the Order to enter into any financial 
atliiiitv with tliem, and that the D.G.M.'s assembled at 
this Council wish them every success in their undertaking. 

231. — That we accept the formation of the nine lodges (Carlisle) 
into a new district, leaving the financial position as between 
the lodges and the Order in abeyance. 

232.— That if the late D.G.M. Nichol (Carlisle; makes appli- 
cation to be admitted to G.C., and pays the money due, 
he be allowed to make a statement * 

233. — That, as G.M. Laing and the Newcastle District Com- 
mittee had acted on rule, this Council approve and confirm 
their decision, to refuse relief to the Good Intent Lodge, 
which had admitted members of 46 and 50 years of age, 
one of whom was now permanently sick. 

234, — That as the Sick Fund of the Prince of Wales Lodge, 
Lancaster, had been paid to persons not entitled to same, 
no relief be granted. 

235. — That the Royal Union Lodge, Kendal District, pay to 
Bro. G. O'Neil, the sujn of £6, for the interment expenses 
of his wife, and that the certidcate of death be received 
at this Council, 

236. — That Bro. O'Neil be made a fellowship member of the 
Order, and that he be affiliated to the Kendal District, in 
accordance with District Rule 38. 

237. — That, whilst thanking the members of the Dahlia Lodge 
of the United Order of Free Gardeners for their preference 
shown to our honourable Order, by their application now 
before this Council, we most respectfully decline to accede to 
their request to be admitted into our fraternity, on the ground 
that, by the rules of our Order, we are precluded from admit- 
ting members above the age of 40 years. 



Eesolution 236, See Note 14. 
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288 — ^That a new District be f oimed otit of six lodges froin M6r- 
^ peth and Blackhill Districts, and that it be called the Bnmop- 
field District. 

239 — ^That the Mechanical Locomotive Lodge be not relieved by 
this Council. That the books be remitted to the lodge with 
instructions that G.C. is willing to give the lodge another 
trial to do well, and if the lodge books in the future* are kept 
according to lodge rule 52, and a proper supervision exercised 
over all sick claims, and at next G.C. if the lodge is then em- 
barrassed, and makes application for relief from the Tribute 
Fund of the Order, that the application be entertained, as and 
from the date of G.C, 1878. 

240 — That an official seal be got for the Order, on the model 
sketched by G.M. Rochester. 

241 — That D.G.M. Hall be empowered to obtain the stamping 
machines for the Districts, and also the Order's stamp. 

242 — ^That the stamp for the Order be of brass, and stamps for 
Districts of india rubber. 

243 — That the form of balance sheet, as printed in the November, 
1877, Report, be adopted throughout the Order, and that the 
Ex. Com. for the time being provide the lodges with blank 
forms on the model given. 

244 — That D.G.M. Rochester make arrangements with a printer 
for a supply of Emblems for all the lodges. 

245 — That G.M. Rochester be, and is hereby empowered by this 
Council to take such steps, and use such means, as he may 
deem proper in the interests of the Order, in arranging with 
the Chief Registrar, the proper and necessary forms of balance 
sheets and returns to be made by the lodges, and all other 
matters connected there witL 

246 — That the registered districts of Kendal and Wigton be re- 
cognised by the Order as distiicts until next G.C, and that in 
the meantime D.G.M.'s Henderson and Beck, with the assist- 
ance of their officers, exert themselves to obtain the number 
of lodges requisite to complete the districts, as per rule ; and 
further, that the D.G.M.'s of those districts specially report 
to next G.C. the result of their. labours. 

247 — That an honorarium of £30 be granted to G.M. Rochester, 
in token of the great satisfaction he had given to all the 
members of the Council personally, and through them to the 
Order generally, in the duties done by him for the Order. 
AprU, 1879. 

248 — That the provisional order of the Ex. Com. forming the 
Bishop Auckland District be confirmed, and that D.G.M. 
Phillipson now take paii; in the proceedings of this G.C 

249 — That the provisional order of the Ex. Com. forming the 
Preston District, be confirmed, and that Bro. Brandwood now 
take part in the proceedings of this G.O. 
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250— That, in the matter of taking legal actidn against seceded 
districts, for the recovery from the same of moneys, the pro- 
perty of the Order, each lodge shall be at liberty to take what 
action it may think necessary, but that this CouDcil declines 
to assist any lodge with money for that purpose. 

251— -That the application for a grant to a member in Morpeth 
district be not entertained, in consequence of an informality 
in the application. 

252 — ^That, in lieu of the equitable share of money (£24 8s. Od.) 
due to the Order for rules, the Border Union district be 
ordered to pay the sum of £14 15s. 6d.. in full of all de- 
mands, for printing rules and cost of revision. 

253 — That as D.G.M. Sewell, Border Union, has entered his pro- 
test against the above decision, and intends to consult his 
District Committee thereon, that he be permitted to withdraw 
such protest on or before June 1st, 1879, in the event of the 
Border Union district agreeing to the decision of G.C. 

254 — That the Districts of Kendal and Dalston be recognised by 
the Order until next G. C. 

255 — ^That, although a Children's Funeral Fupd exists in some 
districts, the G.C. could take no official cognizance of it. 

256 — That a member who emigrates to America cannot be allowed 
to pay into his lodge, and remain a member of the Order, as 
our jurisdiction does not exist further than in Great Britain, 
Ireland, Channel Isles, and Isle of Man. 

257 — That any member falling sick and being in arrears to his 
lodge, is not entitled to sick pay until the expiration of two 
months from the date of clearance, if sick when he paid up 
arrears; but if in good health when he pays up arrears, he is 
entitled to sick pay, should he fall sick next day. 

258 — That the Flower of Orrol lodge be accepted into the Order, 
and for the present be added to the Liverpool district. 

259 — That the Mechanical Locomotive lodge, Border Union dis- 
trict, be not relieved out of the Tribute Fund, by reason of 
the Sick Certificates on which moneys have been paid, and 
allowed by the officers of the lodge, not being satisfactory to 
this G.C. 

260 — That no grant be made to the Monkwearmouth Benevolent 
lodge, on account of the Register and Sick Certificates not 
being produced to prove the validity of payments for sick 
relief. 

261— That D.G.M. Rochester be requested to continue to corres- 
pond with the Scotch Registrar General as to registration of 
Scotch lodges in the Border Union district. 

262 — ^That D.G.M.'s Robinson, Brandwood, and Phillipson be the 
Order's Trustees for the ensuing yeai*. 
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263 — That D.G.M. Eochester be paid £S for travelling expenses 

to PrestoD, to promote the return of the Preston district to 

the Order. 
264— That the G.M. order 100 Tramp Receipt Books, 250 Tramp 

Books, and a number of slips with Reports of Grand Council 

proceedings. 



EXTRACTS FROM G.C. PROCEEDINGS, EX. COM. 

ADDRESSES, (fee. 

May, 1847. 

265. — ^The D.G.M.'s at G.C. joined a procession, (which took place 
at Lancaster on that day) on its coming out of church, and 
dined at the Assembly Room, at a public dinner held there 
in honour of Grand Council, to which they were presented 
with a free ticket. Thomas Greene, Esq., M.P. for Lancaster 
was chairman, and gave £5 to the Order, which was appropri- 
ated to the Widow and Orphan's Fund in the Lancaster 
District. 

266. — That in future the D.G.M.'s at G.C. give one vote for each 
100 members in their districts. 

267. — That Grand Councils be held annually as heretofore. 

268. — That each Exec Com. be left to use their own judgment in 
respect to payment for committee room during the year. 

269. — That the Edinburgh Dis. Com. use their discretion about 
readmitting a late lodge secretary, who had been expelled the 
Order for writing annoying letters, past services being the 
the consideration set forward in the application. The de- 
cision of Dis. Com. to be binding. 

270. — Exec. Com. recommend a new method of making out the 
reports. 

271. — Exec. Com. revised Lectures, and partially revised Rules. 

272. — John Fell, late D.G.M. (Wigton) has absconded with the 
Lodge money and property entrusted to his care. 

273. — That Newcastle District be presented with £2, by way of 
covering the extra expenses incurred in opening the Hope 
Lodge, Birmingham, the distance being 215 miles. 

274. — The mortality was large on account of Cholera. 
Dec, 1851. 

275 — The Ex. Com. say that the cost of enrolling the Order would 
be 21s., and for a lodge 2s. 6d. 
June, 1852. 

276 — liiat £3 be voted to Preston district for their praiseworthy 
exertions in effecting a reconciliation with Blackburn 
district* 
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877— That no roles be printed till after revision, and that steps 
be taken towards having them revised, and for that purpose 
each district see what altei-ations would be required ; all such 
alterations to be sent to the Ex. Com., and by them appended 
to the Dea Eeport, so that, at next G.O. the revision may be 
proceeded with wilhout delay. 

278— That £2 be voted to Liverpool district for their laudable 
exertions in establishing the Order in Manchester. 
June, 1854. 

279 — The Executive Committee's address on Mechanism is ex- 
ceptionally good. 
June, 1855. 
280 — This reports a presentation of writing desks and tablets to 
D.G.M.s Thompson and Duncan at G.C. 
June, 1856. 
281— That any member obtaining employment in another town, 
and wishing to pay his money into another lodge, may do so, 
by bringing a satisfactory certificate from his own lodge, 
within three months from the date of the said application. 
282 — That the two members who had paid their money into the 
Manchester lodge, which has been broken up, should have the 
amount levied for. 
Dec, 1856. 
283 — Presentation by Carlisle district to their D.G.M. (Mr. David 
Murray) of a gold chain, and plate bearing a suitable in- 
scription. 
June, 1859. 
284 — ^Tliat the thanks of G.C. be given to D.G.M. Coulson and 
those who have acted with him, for their noble endeavours 
to sustain their position and to extend the interests of the 
Order in the Lancaster district during the past year. 
285 — That a certificate of death, signed by a respectable surgeon, 
magistrate, or minister, shall suffice for a Registrar's Cer- 
tificate. 
June, 1864. 
286 — Ex. Com. recommend for consideration, an increase of the 

contribution by one penny per month. 
Dec, 1864. 

287 — Ex. Com. recommend D.G.M.s to examine periodically the 
Lodge Books in their district. 
June, 1869. 
288 — That the Good Samaiitan lodge, Wigan, be not acknow- 
ledged imtil all arrears are paid according to law, it having 
grossly mismanaged its affairs. 
June, 1869. 
289 — That a member, no matter how dissolute, is entitled to draw 
the funeral money at his wife's death, but G.C, recommend 
that a friendly oommunioation with the husband might induce 



Tiim to inter his wife decently, and thus accomplish vhat was 

desired. 
290— D.G.M. stated that a Juvenile Society was eatabliBhed in 

his (Lancaster) district, tbovgh uDconnected with the Unity, 

the members of which were enrolled in the Order, on the 

nsaal terms. 
June, 1870. 
2dl — That new 1m^^ have power in future to supply books 

boxes, &0. , out of the contributions previous to being returned 
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1— Rule 23. 

That no brother shall be entitled to any sick relief, who has 
not been initiated 12 months, .... nor shall he pay 
for any degree during the time he is sick. 

2— Rule 24. 

•No brother to rec^ve any sick relief, for a period less than 
seven successive days, unless when recovering from sickness. 

8— Rule 29. 

Should a brother be so far recovered from sickness, or accident, 
or be in such a state of infirmity, as to be only able to earn a 
few shillings per week, his lodge shall have power to make 
an agreement with him, so as to allow him part of his sick 
relief, such agreement to receive the sanction of the district 
committee, be entered upon the minute book of the lodge, 
and signed by the contracting parties in the presence of two 
witnesses ; such allowance to be discontinued as soon as he is 
able to earn a livelihood. 

4— Rule 30. 

Should any brother, from accident, or the effects of sickness, 
be rendered incapable of earning a livelihood by his ordinary 
employment, he shall receive the sum of twenty pounds, to 
place him in some way of business ; the said sum to free him 
from any further claim upon the sick fund of his Lodge. The 
opinion of a surgeon to be taken to ascertain when he is as 
far restored to health as the nature of his accident, <fec., will 
permit. All such cases to be investigated by the District 
Committee, and the officers of his own Lodge, and a report 
thereof in writing, to be laid before the following G.C., who 
shall have full power to grant or reject the same. This rule 
to be binding upon the Brother, the Order reserving to itself 
the right of paying him the money, when most advisable to 
do so. The said sum, in all cases to be advanced by his Lodge, 
included in the next funeral levy, and returned at the D. C. 
Any Brother, upon receiving the said gift, shall cease to pay 
lodge fees, but continue to pay his funeral and tribute levies 
as before, and at death receive the benefit of the funeral gift 

6— Rule 32. 

Should any Brother be obliged to go to the workhouse, he 
shall not pay to, nor have any claim upon the sick funds of 
his Lodge, during his residence there; and on his coming out, 
he shall stand in the same position to it, as he did at the time 
of his going in ; but should he fall sick whilst there, his lodge 
may allow him any sum, not exceeding two shillings per week. 
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to procure him any needful nourishment ; and should he die 
in the workhouse, his Lodge shall see that he is decently in- 
terred, and the surplus of his funeral money given to his 
widow or children ; or should he not leave any, it shall be 
given to the Widow and Orphan's fund of his Lodge. 

6— Rule 89. 

That no election of officers shall take place in any Lodge, un- 
less ten of its members be present ; or, in case it be reduced 
to a lower number than ten, unless two-thirds of them be 
present ; no Brother to have a vote in any Lodge but the one 
to which he belongs, nor even there, unless he be in full com- 
pliance with the rules. 

7— Rule 48. 

That any Brother may be transferred to another Lodge, if the 
one he is leaving, and the one he is desirous of enteiing, be 
quite agreeable ; and upon paying all demands which may be 
against him, he shall become a member of the Lodge to which 
he was transferred, as though he had been initiated therein. 
But, should both Lodges not be agreed, then, for the sake of 
convenience, he may pay his money into the Lodge most con- 
venient, the same to be balanced by the respective officers, at 
the D.C. ; or by the D.G.M's, at the G.C. ; and the brethren 
thus accomodated, shall be returned by, and receive their Sick 
Relief and Funeral Gift, from said Lodge, and be admitted to 
all the privileges of membership therein, with the exception 
of voting on its monetary affairs. 

8— Rule 52. 

That should any Brother be guilty of immoral or disorderly 
conduct, either as regards this society, or society in general, 
or be known to follow any evil pursuit, so as to be a disgrace 
to the Order ; he shall if proved guilty, be suspended or ex- 
j)elled, as the offence may merit. Any Brother convicted of 
felony, shall be disowned by the entire brotherhood. 

9— Rule 60. 

That should any Brother wilfully destroy or damage any 
portion of the Lodge, or Order's property, he shall repair the 
same at his own expense, or be expelled. 

10— Rule 8. (District) 

That the D.G.M. shall pay at the D.C. to each Lodge, the 
funeial money, which was advanced by ifc, and levied for, the 
previous half-year ; and the surplus, if any, must be sent, as 
early as possible, as per Directory on the Rcpoi-t. The re- 
ceipts of each I.G. for said money, to be presented and examin- 
ed at the G.C. Those districts that have money to remit, 
must hold their D.C. one week earlier than the time specified, 
that an opportunity may be afforded for sending it to the 
place directed, against the proper time. 
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11— Rvde 13. mifltrict) 

That any aigtrict, lodge, or member, who may print, any rules, 
or documents, effecting the Order, without the sanction of theG.C, 
shall pay a fine of five pounds, or be expelled. 
12— Rule 16. (District). 

That the reports, instructions, etc , of the G.O., shall be sent 
out by the D.G.M., to the several Lodges of his district, immediate- 
ly after tliey come to hand, or in default thereof, he shall be fined 
five shillings. 
13— Rule 2. (G.C.) 

That the D.G.M.'s shall commence the business of the G.O., 
at nine o'clock in the morning. The G.M. to preside, and a Deputy 
Ohairman to be appointed ; after which the G.O.S. shall call the 
roll, and should any D.G.M. not be present, he shall be fined five 
shillings ; and upon all adjournments, if not present at the time 
agreed upon, he shall be fined sixpence. The Chairman to have a 
casting vote, if needful, in addition to the vote of his district. 
All the decisions of the one G.C. to be of force until the next. 

14_Rule 38 (District) New Rules. 

When a lodge secedes or is expelled, should there be not less 
than twelve members of such lodge wishful to remain in unity 
with the district, the Committee of Management shall, with the 
consent of the Executive Committee, furnish the said members 
with a Dispensation and set of lodge books at a price to be fixed 
by the Committee, and such members shall form a new lodge, and 
take rank therein the same degree in which they formerly stood 
in the seceded lodge. But should the Executive Committee 
decline to furnish a Dispensation so as to form a new lodge, or 
should the minority of the seceded lodge number fewer than 
twelve persons, then in such a case no new lodge will be formed, 
but the members shall be called District Fellowship Members, 
and they shall pay their contributions and levies into the lodge 
nearest to them for convenience, and receive their sick allowance 
from the same lodge, and a special account of these transactions 
shall be presented by the lodge and thus made a convenience of to 
the district council half-yearly, and settlement made with the 
district committee out of the management fund of the district. 
But the district committee shall be and hereby is empowered to 
group together such Fellow Membership Members, from more 
lodges than one, and form them into new lodges, with the consent 
of the executive committee, and when the interests of the districts 
permit of such an arrangement being made. 

15— Rule 45.— Old Rules. 

That no business shall be considered legal, unless transacted 
in a duly opened lodge, neither shall any liquor be allowed therein; 
no lodge to be kept open later than half-past ten o'clock. 
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